Newsletter No. 227 June 2017
Family Advice & Information Resource
Information & Advice for People with Learning Disabilities

General Election 2017

There will be a general election on 8th June 2017. This will be a chance for
everyone who is 18 or older to have their say about the future of Scotland
and the UK.
To vote, you will have to be registered. You will have to have registered
before 22nd May to vote in the General Election on 8 June. You don’t need
to register again if you’ve already registered.
An Easy Read guide for people with a learning disability on the political
process and how to vote on the day has been produced by Mencap and the
Electoral Commission. There is also a guide for supporters of people with a
learning disability on how to help the person they support to cast their vote.
The guides use simple language and pictures, which make it easier for
people with communication difficulties to understand the often complicated
political process.
You can download the guides and find out more by going to
www.mencap.org.uk/get-involved/campaigning/voting-and-registeringvote
You can also email campaigns@mencap.org.uk
or telephone 0207 696 6009 to find out more.
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New claims for Employment Support Allowance won’t get “work related
component”
After April 2017, people who apply for
Employment Support Allowance (ESA) and
are placed into the work-related activity
group after a Work Capability Assessment
(WCA) will not get the work-related activity
component.
This means you might get less money.
This change doesn’t affect people who
made an ESA claim before 3 April 2017,
or some other people, depending on their
circumstances.
Claimants will still get Cold Weather
Payments if they meet all the other
conditions.
If you would like to know more about these changes and how they might
affect you, please call FAIR on 0131 662 1962.

Get2Gether at the CAV – June date pushed back!
June’s Get2Gether night at the CAV was
going to be on Thursday, 15th June, but this
has been pushed back to Thursday, 29th
June.
This is because the CAV is being
refurbished in mid-June.
Please update your diaries!
They will post the new date several times on
Facebook over the next few weeks, so
please share their posts!
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SAM Radio
SAM (Scottish Autistic Media) RADIO is the
first radio station in Scotland where all the
presenters are Adults on the Autistic Spectrum.
They are based in St Margaret's House
Edinburgh.
They provide an opportunity for the presenters to learn how to produce and
broadcast their own show with support. They air a variety of music, talk and
guest interviews from other autistic organisations.
Take a look at their website www.samradio.org and Facebook page:
thisissamradio and don't forget to listen in through www.Tunein.com or
their website.
If you would like to become a presenter then please contact them at
info@samradio.org for more information.

Remember – use your old pound coins soon!
The old round £1 coins will stop being spendable this year.
A new £1 coin came out in March
2017.
After 27th October, most shops and
banks will stop taking the old round
£1 coin.
The new plastic £5 notes with the
clear strip are already in use. Most
shops stopped taking the old paper
£5 notes in May 2017 but you might
still be able to take them to post
offices and banks and get them
changed for the new ones.
The easiest thing would be to spend any old £1 coins and take paper £5
notes to your bank, as soon as possible.
If you have any questions about this or if you are struggling to manage your
money or budget, call FAIR on 0131 662 1962.
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NHS Feedback and Complaints
Everyone who has been given care by
the NHS in Scotland has the right to
have a say about their care, and the
right to get their concerns and
complaints dealt with.
NHS Inform has published a new
factsheet that explains what this means
for you and tells you how to give
feedback or make a complaint.
You can view this factsheet online by going to
www.nhsinform.scot/publications/feedback-and-complaints-factsheet
FAIR’S Constitution
Our governing documents are dated from when FAIR was first set up and
are now out of date because the law has changed. We plan to update them,
but we will need to call an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) so the
new documents can be agreed by the members.
This EGM will be sometime in August or September 2017 and we will send
out notification of the date as soon as it is arranged.

Would you like your FAIR newsletter sent by email?
FAIR is a charity and every penny counts. Postage costs have gone up
recently and it would be a great help for us if more people who get the
newsletter were sent a PDF version by email, instead of a paper version by
post.
If you would like to get the newsletter by email, please call 0131 662 1962
or email fair@fairadvice.org.uk, give us your email address and current
postal address, and we will add you to our e-mailing list.
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